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must forthwith declare tha: a state of war exists,
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The portals of our carthly destinics imaugurated by (he criminal act of Germany." " GET YOURSELF TOGETHER). y
4 e h . > *» B / b
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STATE of war mow emsts between Cermany and
A the United States, imangurated by the criminal act

of Germany. It only yemains for the Uniced States
comgress, =0 soon as it can assemble in special seesion, to
declare the fact that war already exists

The constitution gives congress excivsiveiy the pewer
to declare war; but the president, sot congress, “makes”
war—that i, conducts war after it has been begun,

In modern times, war gesesally begins without a declara-
¥on, or rather, before a declaration. Congress will probably
Psas a joint resolution te be signed by the president, recit-
ing briefly the historic =squence of recent events and declar-
ing that & state of war exisis between the United States
and Germany, dating from a past dsv to bt named in .o¢

Before this can be brosght abewmt (congress mot veing atl
presemt in session) the president will undoubtedly exercise
his constitutional rights and initiate broad measures for
the national defence. His mights in this copmeclion are very
broad, without special authorization, He will proceed with
navel apd military preparation om 3 large scale, and may
even call for volunteers for a great army.

Whea congress asssembles, either under {he existing call
for pext month, er under & special emergency call, the
president will go before the pational legislature and lay
the question of war or peace before it. President McKinley
19 years ago in his message to congress used these words:

“The issue is mow with comgrese. Tt is a solemn
responnibility. 1 have exhausted every effort to re-
liewe the imtolerable condition of aifairs which is at

can only be proclaimed or ratified by congres: when it
meets, has every just sanction, accerding to internaticnal
law and according to these far higher rules -of sction, the
elemental principles of human rights

It is time wow to lay by all quesiioning and cnticism,
aud to unite, more than 100,000,000 stremg, all the people
of the United States and its possessions, to the single ead
that the war shall be fought through to sutcessiul inwue,
whatever its cost may be in treasure, or in those thimgs that
cannot be measured in dollars,

Today a new eta begins for the United Siicte.. Our

people must not blind themselves to the fearful possibilities |

that lie ahead. We can be in no doubt as to what modern |

war means. And we should be fools indeed if we should
allow ourselves to think for ome moment that the task we

have undertaken 4= to e an easy eme or quickly to be

finished.

The Hersld bas heretofote tned eatmestly to impress
upon readers the deeper mgmifacance of our poasible entrance
mto the worid war. Oor eeiry, te be followed almost cer-
tainly by China®s, will mean that the whole world will be
at war with the exception of a few minor countries in South
and Central America, Europe, and Asia—not a4 single oation
will remain at pesce whose paval or military power could
materially affect the final result, unless we except Helland,
whose entrance would open the back door to Germasy and
very seriously menace the central povrers.

Going inte the war at this stage, no matter hew abso-
intely just our cause is, we shall of course incur a degree
of hatred on the part of the central powers whese bitterncay
will exceed that which the werld has ever known nntil this
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Columbia, the zoat of the oceanl—

| Washington Post
! Britaln has seized all leather sap-
$ | plies. = medala—Baltimors Amer-
i lean.
- I'siels Sam s entirely willing to let

{ Meaxieca work out her own salvatiops
| a=king only that she work it out at
{ home —Bavanuah Newn

We may be unneutral bur somehow
or other wa take particular Joy in
| reading the newa that the Turkes are on
I the ran—Detroit Free Fress

In our relations with CGermany It fa

Gearmany thit is writing the notes now.

Thin fnst to Xewp the record clear of
| emission= —Twllas Times-1Terald
| “Resping Mexleo for Mazicans™ moy
depend in the lung run on whether the

]

our doors. Prepared to executs every obligatios im-
posed mpon me by the comstitution and the law, I day. Whataver the outcome of the military and naval oper- D e Fors 'ggﬂ;.' -
await your action.” ations may be, the bostilily of Germans and their allies i Liiilan Russail says the micoassfu!
Thus &id president McKinley cast wpon congress that toward the Umited States will last a century or more. It | ;;.-tcr:_-'_‘i”r;::‘dit}&.:é' 3{'??:» ":!: bl-:ﬂ:.n!;n
high respomsibility which congress did mot then desire to will Decome am obsession with the pesple of the central S I S TEORSRORL AL
assume. Congress desired that the presidest himseli imi- powers and Turkey. The fierce katred hitherto felt by | A peck of oratiges ean be bought
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tiate action, but the president placed the responsibility where
it belonged, when the time for radical action at last arrived.

In some such language, president Wilsom will inform
comgress and advise the national legislature of his readi-
ness to sxecmte jts =il

Germans toward England will be transierred to the United
States. Germany will bide her time, and from this time
forth she (as a government and pot as a people) will have to
oe rvegarded by the people of the United Stiates as an
smplacable enemy, to be waiched every moment and guarded
sgaizst in every domain of human activity

in Malne had éxborted the farmers to
roncentrate on potatocn inetead of on
pintforma—XNew York Evening Post

AL worth of s2ad plamted oo
x M 1 1ot and properly worked will
provide speverzl dollnrs worth of fresh
| vegeiables and cut the cost of livinc
in proportion to the amonnt and wva-
riety pianted.—Cherakes Herald
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: dome of our exchanges are com In
Cozgress cam du nothung else but accept the thallenge —_— ing about the .-.‘-.--,.g'_,m:,.n ,;Nfc..:,
gressiona] records in the offfcs, We

thst Germany has given

The sinking of three American ships, as anaounced Sus-
day, sailing under the American flag, carryinsg American
crewn and provided with American ships’ papers, snd at
least (wo of them west bound (carrving mo contraband for
the allies), was accomplished by German submarines withoat

50 be ii. Amencans have differed upon the issues of
the world war as they have affected this coumtry. Ameri-
cans will continue to differ upen details as they have been
and a» they may be, But Americans are not divided now,
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of the nationz]l defence against a kind and degree of aggres-

nall them up clore to the waah basin
and use them far towels, anéd ose the
murpias m which to wrap the smaller
packages of the mall—Gilmer Mirror.
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